222___________________Sri Raghavendra

tried to tell others about the darshan that the Swami was
giving him, that he lost the grace of the saint's
appearance before him. Still, it requires examination how
Benagappa had that rare privilege for so long. Yes, there
is a hidden reason for it.

We have seen about Sri Appannacharya's episode
in Part I. To recaitulate it, he was a beloved disciple of
Sri Raghavendra, who had gone to a place away from
Mantralaya on some errand of the Sri Mutt, before the
Brindavana pravesh of Sri Raghavendraswami. On the
eventful day, despite running fast towards Mantralaya,
Sri Appannachar found the Tungabhadra to be in full fury
and in his distress he prays to Sri Raghavendra.
Chanting the stotra beginning, 'Sri Poornabodha Guru
Thirtha Payobdhi para../ he steps into the water of the
river. And lo, as he puts his foot into the river, the waters
make way for him! But alas, he is late in reaching the
Brindavan spot, as everything was over by then. Sri
Appannachar cries in great agony then for having
missed the last darshan of the saint.

And Benagappa is none else than Sri Appannachar
reborn - the one who has given to the world the famous
lines 'Poojyaya Raghavendraya Satya Dharma Rathaya
Cha.    Bhajatam    Kalpavrukshaya    namatam
Kamadhenave.'

Although Sri Raghavendra had not given darshan to
Appannacharya in person, his voice from the
Brindavana had blessed him with the words, 'Sakshi
^aya syothrahi...5 (concluding the stanza that the grief-
stricken Appannacharya could not complete when he
iad arrived at the Brindavana).